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Google Developer Day kicked off today with the announcement of Google Gears, an open source project focused on the
development of offline web applications. While the phrase "offline web" may seem like an oxymoron, it speaks directly to
the goal of Google Gears, which is to increase access to data and applications even when there is no Internet connection
available.

Google's announcement indicates that Google Gears is a browser extension that is being "made available in its early
states so that everyone can test its capabilities and limitations and help improve upon it". In addition, Google is
proposing that this concept evolve into a "single standard for offline capabilities that all developers can use". Google
Reader has already implemented Google Gears and as a result is offering offline capabilities.

The underlying technology uses JavaScript APIs for data storage, application caching, and multi-threading. Companies
announcing support for Google Gears include Adobe, Mozilla Corporation, and Opera Software.
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Read more at: http://feeds.searchenginewatch.com/~r/sewblog/~3/121085306/070531-094158.
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